IMPORTANT NOTICE

This notice supersedes instruction no. 7 in Form OF-169 and information contained in OF-167.

Beginning December, 19, 1997, U. S. immigration law requires all applications for immigrant visas in the categories
listed below to be accompanied by a contractually binding affidavit of support { Form I-864) which has been signed by
the petitioner. Most applicants in the categories identified below must submit a properly notarized I1-864 to qualify for
a visa. Applicants who made formal application for a visa prior to December 19 , 1997 , but have not yet received visas,
may not be required to submit the new form and should contact the immigrant visa office where they applied for the
visa to verify which form is needed. Applicants must present completed forms at the time of visa interview. Do not mail
forms to a consular section, the National Visa Center, or the Immigration and Naturalization Service unless specifically
instructed to do so.

The National Visa Center will include the I1-864 with routine information packets. Petitioners and other inquirers may
obtain additional information and copies of the I-864 through the Bureau of Consular Affairs Autofax service ( tele-
phone no . 202-647-3000) , the Bureau of Consular Affairs web site ( HTTP : //TRAVEL. STATE/GOV/VISA_SER-
VICES. HTML), or through their local Immigration and Naturalization Service office.

Purpose of the form: To assist consular officers in determining whether an intending immigrant has adequate means of
financial support and will not become a public charge. By executing this form , the petitioner agrees to reimburse any
government agency or private entity that provides the sponsored alien with any means-tested public benefits.

Who needs an affidavit of support under INA Section 213A?

® All family-based immigrants , including adoptions ( self-petitioning widow / ers and battered spouses and children
are exempt from this requirement) ; and

¢ Those employment-based immigrants who are petitioned by a relative or by a business in which a relative has sig-
nificant ownership or interests.

Who completes an affidavit of support under section INA 213A? The person completing the affidavit is the sponsor.

® For family-based immigrants,the petitioner must be the sponsor regardless of his/her income.

e For employment-based immigrants , the petitioning relative or relative with significant ownership interest in the pe-
titioning entity must be the sponsor.

® Under certain circumstances, a joint sponsor / s may also submit a Form I-864.

An [-864 with all supporting documents must be submitted for each visa applicant , including eligible accompanying

family member. Photocopies may be submitted for accompanying family members , but must have original signatures

and notarizations. Photocopies of the signature and notarization will not be accepted.

Validity of the I-864 and I-864A :The I-864 and I-864A must be submitted to a consular officer within six months of

the date they are signed and notarized, or new forms will be required. A form submitted within six months of signature
will have an unlimited validity and will not expire. However, a consular officer may require supporting documents that

are over 12 months old to be updated.

1-864A printing error: Part I of the I-864A may contain a printing error in the "relationship to sponsor " box . Please
note that household members should complete part 3 and sponsored immigrants/household members should complete
part 4.

Detailed information regarding the sponsor's obligations under the new provisions and instructions for completing the
new affidavit of support are provided with the new form 1-864.
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